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1. Which is, in your opinion, the most important legacy of the Indian
civilization?

Indian civilization, which goes back over 5000 years, has a rich
and varied legacy.  It is amongst the most ancient civilizations known to
mankind and has interacted over the ages with the other major
civilizations of the world.  Its contributions to the history of human
development is well documented, be it in the fields of medicine,

mathematics, astronomy and
other scientific endeavours or in
the fields of economic
development, religion and
spiritualism.  In my opinion the
most important legacy of Indian
civilization has been the
bequeathing of knowledge and
spiritualism to the world.
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ndia has played an
important role  throughout history
in the comity of nations.  The India
of today is the largest democracy
of the world – a vibrant,
resurgent, multi-ethnic and
pluralistic  emerging power,
which serves as a model, given its
unique and successful democratic
experience and its high trajectory
of economic growth.
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2. How would you describe today’s India and its role in the concert
of nations?

India has played an important role  throughout history in the comity
of nations.  The India of today is the largest democracy of the world – a
vibrant, resurgent, multi-ethnic and pluralistic  emerging power, which
serves as a model, given its unique and successful democratic experience
and its high trajectory of economic growth. India seeks to empower, in
the true sense of the word, all its citizens through participatory decision-
making and  inclusive economic growth.  In this sense it not only serves
as a beacon for other developing countries with a similar legacy but also
has an important voice in the international community on a wide spectrum
of issues affecting humanity.

3.  What do you think of the image of India promoted by the laureate
film Slumdog Millionaire?

The Oscar winning film ‘Slumdog Millionaire’ neither claims to
nor portrays India in its totality.  I do not think any one film can really
do so given India’s size and its rich and complex history, particularly in
the context of its continuing quest for a more just and equitable social
and economic order.  The vast strides made by India in science and
technology, space, agriculture, industry, education, health and indeed in
almost every aspect of human endeavour has earned it a special place in
the larger comity of nations.  And yet the battle against poverty and
disease is being fought on multiple fronts and levels.  India, with its
flourishing democracy and the rule of law, seeks to fulfill the aspirations
of all its people through a combination of political, economic and social
initiatives, that are radically transforming the Indian landscape.  Hence
any isolated projection of any one aspect of life in India can never capture
the totality of the image of India in all its glory and manifestations.

4. What is India‘s policy concerning the financial world crisis?
At a time when the whole world has been buffeted by the current

financial and economic crisis, India, which was not responsible for the
crisis in the first place, has been able to withstand its impact to a large
extent, largely through a mix of sound regulatory mechanisms, financial
sector reforms, policy initiatives including incentives for the agriculture,
manufacturing and services sectors which fuel domestic demand and the
entrepreneurial zeal of its ever expanding business community.
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Undoubtedly, the global crisis
has affected our growth rates
from a high of over 9% to around
7% and the global recession has
impacted adversely on our
exports.  However, we are
confident that we will be able to
tide over this crisis and emerge

even stronger in the future.  In this regard, India has been in the forefront
of seeking reforms in the international financial architecture with a greater
say for developing countries, particularly large emerging market
economies.  At the same time it has warned against the tendency to resort
to protectionism, which would only inhibit robust global economic growth.
India’s position has been appreciated, particularly at the recently concluded
G-20 meeting in London.
5. You are in charge of the Indian Embassy at the time of the 50th

anniversary of Indian-Venezuelan relations: What will be the
program for the commemoration of such an important event? Can
you please make a balance of these 50 years?  Which is the status of
the bilateral relations between Venezuela and India today?

50 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between India
and Venezuela is a historical landmark that reflects the close and abiding
links between the governments and peoples of the two countries.  In a
globalizing world these links are more pronounced and  bilateral
cooperation has been strengthened and enhanced in various fields to the
mutual benefit of both the countries.  We in the Embassy look forward
to commemorating this important event not only through exchange of
high level visits during the course of the year but also through cultural
events to mark the occasion.  In this regard we are grateful to the
Government of Venezuela, particularly the Ministry of Exterior Relations
and institutions like the University of Los Andes (ULA), Central
University of Venezuela (UCV) and Pedro Gual for organizing various
events to commemorate this milestone in bilateral relations.  The Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) has readily agreed to support
these events by sending a cultural troupe and an eminent academician to
Venezuela to participate in these events, both in Caracas and Merida,
where a Cultural Week of India is being held towards the end of May.
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nd yet the battle against
poverty and disease is being
fought on multiple fronts and
levels.
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India and Venezuela enjoy excellent relations not only at the
governmental level but also at the people to people level.
Notwithstanding the large geographical expanse that separates our
countries and perhaps acted as a barrier in the past the digital revolution
has brought our countries much closer.  In addition, the governments of
India and Venezuela have laid special emphasis in enhancing bilateral
relations.  From India’s perspective this is also a part of the larger ‘Focus
Latin America’ policy that has been put in place over the last few years.
There is indeed great potential for further cementing these linkages within
the ambit of South-South cooperation.  In addition, Mahatma Gandhi’s
universal message of peace, amity and non-violence has struck a very
responsive chord not only in Venezuela but in other countries of the
region.  Indian spiritualism and yoga have become increasingly popular
in Venezuela and are facets of a relationship that transcends materialism.

6. President Chavez has repeatedly announced his support for a
multipolar world and enhanced South- South cooperation. In this
context, it seems India has not been evaluated by Caracas in its full
potential. Do you believe the problem to be ideological in nature,
due to the recent approach between Delhi and Washington?

As I have said earlier, India and Venezuela enjoy excellent relations
and an identity of views on a host of international issues.  India is an
emerging  power in a multi-polar world  and has been one of the architects
of South-South cooperation.  This is duly acknowledged and appreciated
by the Government and people of Venezuela.  I do not think that there
are any ideological barriers that prevent the two countries from realizing
the vast potential of mutually beneficial cooperation that exists.  In fact,
we have a common goal of combating poverty, disease and backwardness
and a shared perception of global issues like the right to sustainable

development in order to
achieve equitable and inclusive
growth for our peoples.
President Chavez’s landmark
visit to India in March 2005
opened vistas of cooperation
that are being pursued by both
sides.  I am sanguine that in the

I do not think that there are
any ideological barriers that
prevent the two countries from
realizing the vast potential of
mutually beneficial cooperation
that exists.
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years to come this potential will be optimally harnessed for the benefit
of both countries.

7. What advantages does India offer that the Venezuelan government
has failed to see? How do you envisage a greater cooperation between
India and Venezuela?

There are numerous avenues of cooperation that both the
governments have identified, based on our respective strengths and
complimentaries. We seek to enhance cooperation in areas such as
energy, science and technology, in particular information technology
and biotechnology, space, agriculture, health, education and infrastructure
development.  These are just a few tangible areas where we are building
on existing levels of cooperation.  There are other areas like culture and
tourism where greater interaction can be envisaged.  India is keen to
share its developmental experience and the fruits of its achievements in
various sectors with other countries, particularly of the South.  The Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) offers 15 scholarships to
deserving Venezuelan candidates every year for short term courses in
India in various fields.  Depending on utilization, the number of these
scholarships, which include return airfare and boarding and lodging for
the duration of the course, can be increased. Venezuela is an important
partner of India in the Latin America and Caribbean region.  Hence the
possibilities for a more intensive engagement are immense.

8. What should be the beacon for those who will be in charge of bi-
national relations in the next 50 years?

I am confident that the next 50 years will witness a more enhanced
and sustained level of engagement in all fields, particularly the
strengthening of economic and commercial ties to mutual benefit, given
our identity of views on most issues, our shared commitment to improve
the quality of life of our people and a desire to engage each other in a
more meaningful manner.
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